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We welcome your active participation in a free public forum on the so-called 
#AfricanGangs debate: the recent high-profile national political and media 
characterisation of crime and violence by youth in Victoria, where a 
community-led task force has been created. The interactive discussion will 
feature a panel of experts from Victoria and WA to discuss a range of issues 
including youth engagement, social integration, community leadership, 
policing, racism towards African-Australians, political agendas and media 
coverage. 

 
5.30-7.30pm 

Thursday 15 March 2018 
Alexander Lecture Theatre, Arts Building 

University of Western Australia  
 

To attend, please register for free via Eventbrite  
Parking: Carpark 3, Hackett Drive Entry 1 (free after 5pm) 

 
This public engagement forum is co-convened by the University of Western 
Australia (School of Social Sciences; Africa Research Cluster; Migration, 
Mobilities and Belongings Research Cluster; and Institute of Advanced 
Studies), Organisation of African Communities in Western Australia 
(OACWA), and the Melbourne-based African Think Tank (ATT).  

http://www.web.uwa.edu.au/contact/map?id=2182
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/african-youth-gangs-in-australia-a-critical-analysis-tickets-43008350133
http://www.web.uwa.edu.au/contact/map?id=2094


Moderator  
 
David Mickler  
Senior Lecturer in Foreign Policy & International Relations and Coordinator of the 
Africa Research Cluster at UWA, and Co-Chair of the Worldwide Universities 
Network Global Africa Group. His research is on the African Union’s role in 
regional governance, and on contemporary Australia-Africa relations. 
 

Panelists 
 

Haileluel Gebre-selassie  
Co-founder and Chair, African Think Tank, and convenor of the African 
Communities Taskforce in Victoria. Haileluel helped to initiate the successful 
African Leadership Development Program (ALDP), and has a Master of Public 
Policy from Melbourne University. 
 
Margaret Quirk MLA 
Member for Girrawheen. Representing Hon. Paul Papalia CSC MLA, Minister for 
Tourism; Racing and Gaming; Small Business; Defence Issues; Citizenship and 
Multicultural Interests.  
 
 

Abraham Achol Deng 
Abraham is South Sudanese-born Australian who came to Australia in 2006 on 
a humanitarian visa and initially settled in Melbourne. In Victoria, by his own 
admission he was involved in what has recently been described in the media as 
“African gangs”. He resettled in Perth and recently completed a Commerce 
degree at Curtin University. He is also working with youth to inspire them. 

 
Josephine Zimama 
Youth President, OACWA. She is passionately engaged in community work 
and particularly drawn to creating opportunities for empowering young people. 
She is completing her Bachelor of Science (Health Promotion) at Curtin 
University. Josephine has played a significant role in OAC’s “STOP the 
Violence” and “Let’s Make it Happen” youth engagement campaigns. 
 
David Mwansa 
OACWA, Youth Department. As a dedicated mentor and advocate for youth 
empowerment, he seeks to engage in activities that foster community harmony, 
unity, love and respect. He is passionate about entertainment and music and is 
a member of Perth reggae band the ‘U-nites’. David is currently studying a 
Bachelor of Management at Edith Cowan University.  
 
Lawrence Panaia 
WA Police Commander 
 
 
 
Farida Fozdar 
Associate Professor in Anthropology and Sociology at UWA. Her research is on 
migrant settlement, racism and anti-racism, and she has undertaken a number 
of research projects with African communities. Among her over 70 publications 
are a number on African refugee settlement, including ‘Being black in Australia’. 
 
 

 
 


